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The Mid-Century Modern Architecture Travel Guide: East Coast USA published by Phaidon has been written by author Sam Lubell with photography by Darren Bradley

F

or the residents of Palm Springs – and those who ﬂock to the desert enclave for the annual Modernism Week – midcentury desert
modernism is more than an architectural style, it’s a lifestyle choice. No other architectural sub-style has managed to capture such a
distinct culture alongside it, yet author Sam Lubell and photographer Darren Bradley went on an East Coast search and found some
strong contenders, notably, Sarasota.
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Following a trail from Maine to Florida, Lubell and Bradley collated a neat travel guide of midcentury modern buildings down the East Coast.
They sought out lesser known examples, each uniquely adapted to their geographical contexts and promoting an equally unique sub-style of
modernism, from organic, to space-aged and classical.

Horgan Academy of Irish Dance, Alexander and Nichols, 1964, Naugatuck, Connecticut, US (page 68). Photography: Darren Bradley
During Palm Springs Modernism Week 2019, the pair will host an event exploring the various degrees of midcentury modernism, revisiting
some of the 250 projects highlighted in the book where you can ﬁnd directions and information for visiting, and admiring each midcentury
masterpiece. We couldn’t wait to ﬁnd out more...

modernism’’ when creating this book? Is it a time frame, a style or a feeling?
Wallpaper*: What was your deﬁnition of ‘midcentury modernism
Sam
Lubell:
We
took
a wide deﬁnition of midcentury modernism, encompassing several modern styles and philosophies from the late 1930’s
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through the early 1970s. All modernist styles embraced the future, employed modern technologies, and clearly expressed their materials and
functions. Many people conﬂate midcentury modern with the simple glass, concrete and steel forms of the international style, which grew out
of an industrial vernacular and collective spirit and were later co-opted through so-called ‘corporate modernism’. But it played out in many
more ways, following many muses, including natural-inspired organic modernism, space-aged googie, classically-modeled new formalism,
concrete-loving brutalism, biologically-organised metabolism and much more.
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Greater Refuge Temple, Costas Machlouzarides, 1968, New York, New York, US (page 119). Photography: Darren Bradley
W*: What was the most unexpected challenge you encountered on your travels down the coast?
Darren Bradley: Normally, as an architectural photographer, I do a lot of planning and have lots of time and unlimited access to a building that
I’m photographing. But for a book like this, we were traveling from city to city down the coast. I was often photographing buildings that I was
seeing for the ﬁrst time, with little or no advanced notice, and in all weather and light conditions. Sometimes, I’d be harassed by security guards,
or have to shoot around road construction in front of the building. Inevitably, large delivery vans seemed to always be parked right in front, etc.
Murphy’s Law happened more often than not. Regardless of the conditions, I had to ﬁgure out how to make it work, and get the shot. And I
usually only had a few minutes in each location, and no chance to do it over again.
W*: Were there any buildings that didn’t make the cut that you want to shout out?
DB: There were several buildings that we couldn’t include simply because they are not visible from the street or open to the public. The personal
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Eliot Noyes in New Canaan, Connecticut is one of them. Sam and I had the privilege of visiting the house on one of
our trips, but we couldn’t put it in the book. It is beautiful, and in perfect original condition.
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modernism’’ elsewhere in any other buildings? Or is it totally distinct and if so,
W*: Did you discover the distinct breed of Palm Springs ‘desert modernism
why do you think this is?
DB: Good modernist architecture is usually pretty well adapted to its environment and climate. The modernist architecture of Palm Springs is
designed for the desert, with ﬂat or low-gabled rooﬂines that provide deep overhangs for lots of shade. They aren’t worried about snow, ice, rain,
or even mosquitos or other bugs. It never gets very cold, either. There aren’t any deserts on the east coast, obviously, and so you don’t ﬁnd many
Palm Springs-style houses. Surprisingly, we did ﬁnd a few, though. There’s one example in the book on Cape Cod, strangely enough. But it’s a
vacation home that’s only used in the summer, I think. There are also some homes in Florida that are similar... I guess Florida is probably the
closest – although more rain there, and more bugs.
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Pier Sixty Six, Richard F. Humble, 1957, Fort Lauderdale, US. Photography: Darren Bradley
modernism.. Is there an East Coast enclave with similar potential?
W*: Palm Springs is synonymous with midcentury modernism
SL: There are several notable modernist enclaves along the East Coast, including New Canaan, CT, Litchﬁeld, CT, Raleigh, NC, and of course
major cities like New York, Boston, Miami and Washington. But the closest to Palm Springs in scale and climate is Sarasota, where a glut of
talent, a future-loving spirit and progressive clients like Philip Hiss combined to create a must-see variety of modernist buildings.
Some of my favourites include Paul Rudolph’s Sarasota High School and Umbrella House, Victor Lundy’s St Paul’s Lutheran Church and Heron
House, and the work of other noted modernists like Ralph Twitchell, Taliesen Associated Architects, Tim Seibert, Gene Leedy and more.
Sarasota even hosts its own version of Modernism Week, SarasotaMOD Weekend, which takes place in the Fall.
W*: Can you describe your Palm Springs highlight to date?
SL: My Palm Springs highlight to date was our Modernism Week talk at the Ace Hotel two years ago for the West Coast Guide. Every seat was
ﬁlled,
and Limited.
the audience
passionate
about
modernism, and our exploration of it. The line for the book signing portion lasted about an
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hour. Those in line asked great questions and suested useful projects for future guides. People who come to Modernism Week have an
incredible understanding of what makes this time period, and these designs, so special, and it’s always a pleasure to interact with them. §

On the Road: Visiting East Coast Midcentury Modernism’ takes place at the Modernism Week CAMP Theater on 20 February 2019. See more
news and highlights from Palm Springs Modernism Week here.

Register for our daily digest

© TI Media Limited. Wallpaper* is part of TI Media Limited. All Rights Reserved.

Unitarian Meeting House, Victor Lundy, 1962, Hartford, Connecticut, US (page 61). Photography: Darren Bradley
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Decatur High School, Bothwell and Nash, 1965, Decatur, Georgia, US (page 269). Photography: Darren Bradley
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W. W. Kerr Residence, Paul Rudolph, 1951, Melbourne Beach, Florida, US (page 292). Photography: Darren Bradley
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Lu Andrews House, Ralph Twitchell, 1969, Sarasota, Florida, US (page 293). Photography: Darren Bradley
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Umbrella House, Paul Rudolph, 1953, Sarasota, Florida, US (page 300). Photography: Darren Bradley

https://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/midcentury-modern-east-coast-architecture-book-phaidon
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Mortgage Corporation of America Building, Carson Bennett Wright, 1971, Miami, Florida, US (page 316). Photography: Darren Bradley
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The cover of the mid-century travel guide for East Coast US from Phaidon
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